1. It is a well-known fact, that television is the most popular entertainment amongst the all-ages. However , many people believe that watching TV is harmful or senselessly. Lets us consider what the advantages and disadvantages of television are. 
To begin with, television helps people to expand their out¬look as it reflects our world. It gives us an opportunity to travel4 around the world, to see different people and learn about their customs and traditions. Besides, watching TV is the best way to be in the know of everything. TV news and current affairs pro¬grammes keep you informed about your country and the rest of the world. Moreover, there are lots of educational channels such as Discovery or Animal Planet, which help people to broaden their mind. 
On the other hand, there are TV addicts who watch TV for hours without choosing programmes and spend time in front of television which they could spend studying. In this case, television makes them really waste time. In addition, there are a lot of com¬mercials on TV, which are often misleading and unhelpful. More than that, not all TV shows are made in good taste and some of them are really boring. 
To sum up, television has both good and bad points and peo¬ple should learn how to make the best use of it. If you watch TV for an hour a day to find out what is happening in the world or to relax, then television is really useful.
2. Each person has the right to have a private life. A person’s being famous does not change the situation, because famous people are like us and do not want their families in too much danger because of the Paparazzi. Besides, the private life of famous people does not interfere with their work. 
Firstly, famous people are usually in front of the eyes of the public. Their life story can be easily reached via internet, magazines, etc. However, the media search not only their life story but also their private issues like their family, friends and money. At this point, famous people usually become angry with media, because they do not want their families or friends to be in danger because of the media. When their relatives are known, some people can follow up and disturb them. Therefore, famous people usually do not want their private life to be known by public as being right. 
I believe that the great attention to the private lives of famous people is not very good for public in general and for me in particular. 
As a result, we can say that famous people have the right to have a private life. They do not want their private life to be in front of the eyes of the people as being in the right. Moreover, the thing which interests us is their work not their private life.

3. Nowadays people spend lots of money in order to go to an English-speaking country to improve their language skills. But is it really the most effective way of learning a language?
From my point of view, studying in a foreign country has cer​tain drawbacks. Firstly, this way is very expensive as the tuition fee for overseas students is rather high. Besides, when you study abroad, you have to adapt to a very different way of life, which can be quite stressful. What is more, English teachers do not speak Russian so if you don't know English well, you will not under​stand their explanation.
It is often assumed that it is better to study a language abroad because you can always use it speaking with native speakers. How​ever, I doubt that we will have lots of opportunities to speak abroad as we do not know many people there. It is also believed that Russian teachers are not as qualified as those in England. I totally disagree with this opinion because Russian teachers can compare two languages and explain grammar rules better.

To sum up, I would argue that the best way to learn a language is to study it in your native country because you can always get the necessary help from your teachers. Moreover, today we have lots of opportunities to improve our skills such as communicating with English pen-friends over the Internet. I think that we should trav​el abroad so as to practise a language but not to study it.

4. The latest advances in information technology make people think that schools of the future will use computers instead of printed books. Although electronic books have not been widely accepted yet, they have certain advantages over traditional paper volumes. But will they be able to replace printed books?
In my opinion, students will be widely using computers for studying in the future. To begin with, computers can store lots of books in their memory and modern software allows us to find quickly the necessary information. Besides, with the interactive programmes on computers studying will be much more exciting. What is more, electronic books will not degrade overtime like their printed counterparts.
On the other hand, lots of disbelievers argue that computers will not replace printed books because a printed book is better for human eyes than a computer screen. In addition, books are cheaper and easier to use since they do not need electricity or the Internet connection. I cannot agree with this because modern computer screens emit no radiation and allow us to read even in low light conditions. Of course we will have to pay for electricity but I think it will be cheaper than to pay for printed books, which are very expensive nowadays.
To sum up, I think computers and printed books will peace​fully coexist for years to come, but in the future technological progress will make it possible for students to carry laptops or even palmtops instead of traditional bags with lots of heavy books. 
5. Technology, the greatest invention of the 20th century, have greatly changed our life and today we cannot do without them. Many people think technology are good but others do not agree. Let us consider what the advantages and disadvantages of technology are. 
To begin with, now we live in the information era when the computer network embraces the globe and connects not only the countries and space stations but a lot of people all over the world. All these things prove the power and the greatest progressive role of science in our life. 
Let's compare our life nowadays with the life of people at the beginning of the 20th century. It has changed beyond recognition. Our ancestors hadn't the slightest idea of the trivial things created by the technology progress that we use in our every day life. I mean refrigerators, TV sets, computers, microwave ovens, radio telephones, what not. They would seem miracles to them that made our life easy, comfortable and pleasant. 
On the other hand, the great inventions of the beginning of the 20th century, I mean radio, airplanes, combustion and jet engines have become usual things and we can't imagine our life without them. 
In conclusion, I can say that although technology have some disadvantages, they are very useful in different spheres of life. They have already changed our life for the better. So why not make them work to our advantage in the future?
8. Sport is one of those things that make our lives really worth living. In one way or another, everyone is involved in sports, whether they play or watch it, or just know someone who does ei​ther. Although a lot of people seem to be interested in sports, not all of them consider it useful.
On the one hand, we must admit that sport takes a lot of en​ergy and time and it can be really exhausting. Sportsmen train all day long and have to follow a diet, which does more harm than good. Besides, some sports such as snowboarding or rock climbing can be rather dangerous. As a result, people often have serious in​juries. Moreover, sport makes you unhappy when you lose, which can lead to psychological problems.
On the other hand, sport helps us to keep fit and to stay healthy. Among the benefits of regular exercise are a healthier heart, weight control and less susceptibility to illnesses. In addi​tion, sport helps us to overcome difficulties and gives a chance to acquire self-confidence. What is more, sport makes us more orga​nised and better disciplined in our daily activities. It is also a good way to spend free time and to make friends.
To sum up, I would argue that sport is very important for peo​ple's health. However, it is not necessary to become a professional sportsman. If you go in for sports just for pleasure, to stay in good shape or to relax, then sport is definitely useful.

9. It's quite difficult to realize possible changes in myself. Thinking about five years ago I really find some change in terms of age and time except for watching some of my last photos. 
Playing around and messing around are the best part in childhood memories. I used to kick the dogs, ducks and geese on the way to school and some owners come to my home and make some complaints to my grandparents. But I always get away with some reasons. By now I have a few dogs, a couple of cats and a tank full of various fishes. 
During school my friends and I used to calculate a few thing every day. How many periods left to end the day and also how many days left to weekend. Weekends are the best thing I have when I was young but later on weekends are the worst thing I can’t avoid because of the full schedule of tuitions round the clock. After school life it seems like all the good days are over. 

So, 5 years is not short or long, yet it's definitely a phase in numerous stages in life which makes a lively personal and helpful experiences. Also, as far as five-year comparison concerned, the changes of thought, opinions , jobs does not matter much; yet children, teenagers towards pubescent would evidently be different with physical and mental alterations. 

11. "Experience is the best teacher" is an old formula, but I agree with it. We can learn a lot of important things from books, but the most important lessons in life come from our own experiences. Throughout the different stages of life, from primary school to university to adulthood, experience teaches us many skills we need for life. 

As children in primary school, we learn facts and information from books, but that is not all we learn in school. On the playground we learn how to make friends. In our class work, we learn how it feels to succeed and what we do when we fail. In our school classes, we learn a lot of information and skills we will need for our future careers, but we also learn a lot that is not in our textbooks. We learn to take on responsibilities. We learn to get along with our classmates, our roommates, and our workmates. Our successes and failures help us develop skills we will need in our adult lives. They are skills that no book can teach us. 

Our experiences at work, at home, and with our friends teach us more. 

Books teach us a lot, but there is a limit to what they teach. They can give us information or show us another person's experiences. These are valuable things, but the lessons we learn from our own experiences, from childhood through adulthood, are the most important ones we learn. 
12. Although wearing school uniform is not compulsory any more, it continues to be a subject of heated debate between teach​ers and schoolchildren.
On the one hand, it is believed that pupils who wear school uni​forms perform better academically in school. It is true because chil​dren are often so focused on their wardrobe that it distracts them from learning. In addition, experts claim that teenagers who wear school uniforms behave more appropriately in the school environment. What is more, lots of pupils are often teased because they do not wear expensive designer clothes to school. So those students whose parents cannot afford stylish clothes will feel more comfortable.
On the other hand, children hate wearing the same clothes all the time because it stifles their self-expression and remove their individuality. Besides, most school uniforms are formal and rather uncomfortable, especially in hot weather, whereas children need to feel comfortable in order to maximize learning. Uniforms can therefore deter academic success. Moreover, although school uni​forms cost less than trendy children's clothing, they increase the amount of clothing parents will have to buy for their children.
To conclude, when both sides of the argument are looked at, I would argue that the best solution would be to design a cheap comfortable uniform that allows children to wear individual items so as to express their individuality. Personally, I do not mind wearing a uniform because it gives me a sense of belonging and makes me feel a bit different from students of other schools.
13. Over the last fifty years we have seen a huge rise in TV vio​lence and a corresponding rise in the crime rate. Many people are sure this is not coincidence and blame television for the negative influence.

In my opinion, those who think that TV violence accounts for the rise of crime in society get the situation the wrong way round. Television just reflects the increase in violence and crime in society. Besides, crime programmes can actually stop people from breaking the law as they usually show that crime doesn't pay. Moreover, pro​grammes where real life crimes are re-enacted get people to ring in with information and eventually help to catch criminals.
It is supposed that violence on TV has a negative influence on children as they become more aggressive after watching violent shows. There is also an opinion that young people tend to imitate crime techniques watched on TV and therefore are likely to be ar​rested for criminal acts as adults. However, lots of people watch vi​olent crimes on TV without wanting to commit similar crimes them​selves. That is why I believe that the main reason for committing crimes is poverty and bad education, not television programmes.
To conclude, I do not think it is necessary to forbid all crime programmes because television should tell people the truth about the world they live in. I strongly believe we should concentrate on what people experience in their daily life before we worry about what is on TV.
14. The facts speak for themselves, the world is on the highest level of technical development, and we can see the progress every day. However, many people think that developing is advancing in the erroneous way. Lets consider why they are wrong or right. 
To begin with, most of the things we use nowadays are the results of scientific research. What is more, due to the improvements in medical science many of incurable diseas¬es can now be cured and people live longer. Moreover, progress is necessary because of people , who are sick incurable diseases like cancer or AIDS, which hope to be healthy and others who believe in light future. 
To my mind those who think that not everything scientifically possible and technologically feasible is desirable or admissible are people without belief in talents , heroes, making our world more intresting and beautiful, they don’t believe in beauty of our planet. I honestly believe that soon we will be able to live in modern world with bio-cars , fresh air, with people full of happiness , the world without crime and violence. 
In conclusion, I want to say that our future depends on us , everybody can change the world , just believe. 

15. The family has been being an important part of our life. But our life is changing day by day and we are changing with our life. By this time people have different opinion about a role of family in society. 
Some people, despite the fact that they suggest the family is indeed an important part of our life, are not eager to start their own family. According to their opinion the family is too big responsibility and constant dependence. They would ratger have a good job and make a career. Sometimes freedom is the most important thing for the people. 
Others believe that the family plays the main role in the society, giving us the most necessary thing in the world such as: love, respect, support, care. People find their happiness within the family, watching how their children grow up, trying to do everything possible for them. They are not afraid of difficulties, because they lend support to each other and give confidence. It is important when you can feel to be needed, when you are loved, when you can be proud of your children. 
All in all, I fully agree that all people choose their own way to be happy, but personally I deeply believe that one day each person starts dreaming of his/her own family, because sooner or later people understand that the most important things are not money and career even not freedom, but love, care, confidence, support, exactly what the family gives.
16. 
These days we all are exposed to a continuous chain of adver​tising messages. Sometimes advertising may be entertaining and sometimes it may disgust us. But does it really do anything to us? Can advertising be a positive force in society, or does it deserve to be avoided?
On the one hand, we cannot imagine our world without any advertising. It would be impossible to learn about new products, films or travel options. Besides, advertisements help people get the best value for their money as they have access to price informa​tion, availability of products, and improvements being made. On the other hand, clever and informative advertisements help com​panies sell their products and develop their business. Many TV companies also get most of their, money from advertising.
But it cannot be denied that advertising does have its draw​backs. Some advertisements show life unrealistically and give un​true information. In adverts all people seem to be happy consum​ers, all kids seem to be healthy and well off. But this is not true at all. In addition, adverts do not talk about products defects. What is more, advertising increases prices for consumers and put pres​sure on them making them buy things they don't need. I also think that we should not advertise alcoholic drinks and cigarettes as these products are really harmful.
In conclusion, I'd like to say advertising is very important in our society nowadays. We need advertising, but it needs to be done correctly. Otherwise it will mean annoying consumers and wasting money.
17. It is common knowledge that “stars” receive much more money than, for example: doctors and teachers. Of course it is impossible to imagine our life without famous people nowadays. But we have to solve this problem out. 
It is well known that everyone is interested in different famous people because of their achievements. But it doesn’t mean that we can forget about doctors, teachers and etc. Doctors make out life much more safety , teachers gives us a great knowledge, but most of “stars” do not nothing handy to us. We only spend our leisure-time on watching them. 
As far as I am concerned, I think that government has to do something with this problem. There is no point in saying that teachers and doctors receive small money but our life depends on their work. I my own view we can help them in one way too. There is no need in spending all our time on different parts of mass media-we have to stop doing that . 
In conclusion I would like to say, that TV, radio and other parts of mass media have become part and parcel of our life and they help us to escape from daily routine but we are in need of people than can make out life much more safety and comfortable.
